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BRONISLAW M. BAK PAPERS 
FINDING AID 
 
 
 
OVERVIEW OF COLLECTION 
 
Title: Bronislaw M. Bak papers 
 
Date: 1973-1981 
 
Extent: 3 Boxes 
 
Creator: Bak, Bronislaw M., 1922-1981 
 
Language: Most material in English. Some correspondence in Polish and German. 
 
Repository: Zach S. Henderson Library Special Collections, Georgia Southern University, 
Statesboro, GA. specolle@georgiasouthern.edu. 912-478-7819. library.georgiasouthern.edu.  
 
Processing Note: Collection previously known as Bronislaw M. Bak collection, 1973-1981. 
Finding Aid revised in 2019.  
 
 
INFORMATION FOR USE OF COLLECTION 
 
Conditions Governing Access: The collection is open for research use. Materials that contain 
FERPA-protected information such as a student’s credentials, grade sheets, correspondence, 
reports, notes, applications, and disciplinary files are restricted for 75 years from the date of 
their creation. 
 
Physical Access: Materials must be viewed in the Special Collections Reading Room under the 
supervision of Special Collections staff.  
 
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use:  
In order to protect the materials from inadvertent damage, all reproduction services are 
performed by the Special Collections staff. All requests for reproduction must be submitted 
using the Reproduction Request Form. Requests to publish from the collection must be 
submitted using the Publication Request Form. Special Collections does not claim to control 
the rights to all materials in its collection. In all instances, it is the researcher's responsibility 
to obtain permission from the holders of any rights in the material being quoted, reproduced 
or published.  
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Preferred Citation: [Item Identification], Bronislaw M. Bak Papers, Zach S. Henderson Library 
Special Collections, Georgia Southern University, Statesboro, GA 
 
Related Collections: Fragments: Conversations with Bronislaw Bak (Georgia Southern 
University), Bronislaw and Hedi Bak Collection (Kennesaw State University) 
 
 
 
ABOUT THE COLLECTION 
 
Biographical History:  Bronislaw Marion “Bruno” Bak (1922-1981) was born in Leszno, Poland 
in 1922, where his mother was the librarian. At the age of 17 he became a cadet in the Polish 
army, on the eve of World War II. He fought against the German invasion of Poland in 1939 
and was captured and forced into slave labor in German fields and factories until 1943. 
Escaping to Poland, he was recaptured by the SS and sent to Shirmeck concentration camp in 
Vichy, France where he remained until he was freed by U.S. troops in 1945.  
 
After the war, Bak studied art in Mannheim, Germany, where he met his wife, Hedi. The two 
moved to the United States in 1952. At St. John’s Abbey Church in Collegeville, Minnesota 
Bronislaw created one of the largest stained glass windows in the world. In 1958 he taught at 
St. John’s University. Bronislaw also taught at Dominican College during the 1960s. In 1973 
Bak took a position at Georgia Southern College as an Associate Professor of Art.  
 
Scope and Content:  Papers of Georgia Southern faculty member, Bronislaw Marion “Bruno” 
Bak. Materials span from 1973 to 1981 and include correspondence, teaching materials, 
student papers, and artworks. Of particular note are documents pertaining to Bak’s work on 
the window for St. John’s Abbey in Collegeville, Minnesota and the 1980 biography by son, 
Clements R. Bak.  
  
System and Arrangement: The collection has been sorted into three boxes; 1) files and 
courses, 2) courses, projects and drawings and, 3) exhibits. The information on courses is 
mainly class notes. The files include work on personal letters and miscellaneous materials. 
The exhibits contain displays for various studies done by Brownislaw Bak. The numbers in 
parentheses after the folder title were written on the original folders. 
 
Box 1: Files and Courses 0200105034801 
Box 2: Courses, Projects, and Drawings 0200105035006 
Box 3: Class Notes 0200105034983 
 
Acquisitions Info: Gift of Hedi M. Bak, 1980s. 
 
 
Access Points:  
Georgia Southern University -- Art collections 
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Georgia Southern University 
Art -- Georgia 
Universities and colleges -- Georgia -- Faculty 
Art 
Art museums 
Universities and colleges -- Faculty 
Georgia 
 
 
CONTAINER LISTING  
 
Box 1: Files and Courses 0200105034801 
 Box 
Number 
Folder 
Number 
Bronislaw Bak - Personal (1) 
- photographs, writings by friends remembering Bak, 
correspondence re: Bak and his work 
1  
Letters to his Mother (In Polish)(2) 
- numerous handwritten letters 
1  
Environmental Design Investigations(5) 
- research papers, articles, etc. about issues in environmental 
design (color preference, patterns, perception, etc.) 
1  
Student Papers (1)(25) 
- papers written by students in Bak's design classes, 1977-1978 
1  
Student Papers (2)(25) 
- papers written by students in Bak's design classes, 1977-1978 
1  
Notes (17) 
- handwritten notes originally in folder titled "Notes to Perception 
Studies" 
- handwritten notes, brochures and other information re: design 
classes at University of Delaware 
1  
Pertinent Articles (18) 
- newspaper and magazine articles re: art and artists 
1  
Photographs of Paintings, Stained Glass (23) 
- photographs of paintings and stained glass artwork 
1  
Photographs of Drawings, Prints (22) 
- photographs of drawings and prints 
1  
Color Transparencies (21) 
- color transparencies of artworks 
1  
4 
Small Prints and Drawings (20) 
- original artwork 
1  
Academic Projects - Professional Documents (16) 
- resume, proposal for class, correspondence 
1  
Britannica Project Contract (15) 
- letter from Encyclopedia Britannica films re: its use of Bak's 
work in a filmstrip 
1  
Bronislaw Bak - Reviews of his Work (19) 
- newspaper and magazine articles re: Bak and his work 
1  
Sales, Owners of Bak Work (26) 
- correspondence re: sales and ownership of Bak work 
1  
Correspondence Regarding Projects (14) 
- correspondence re: various projects Bak worked on 
1  
German Projects - German, Polish Correspondence (13) 
- correspondence in German and Polish 
1  
Architectural Design Projects (11) 
- information re: architectural design projects Bak worked on 
1  
Window Project (12) 
- information re: stained glass window by Bak at Abbey and 
University Church of Saint John the Baptist in Collegeville, 
Minnesota 
1  
Equipment Sources (28) 
- catalogs, price lists and samples for equipment and supplies 
needed for Bak's work 
1  
Studio 22 (24) 
- information re: an exhibit by Bak and other artists at Studio 22 
in Chicago, 1969 
1  
Bronislaw Bak - Art Projects, 2-D Designs, Shows (10) 
- information re: art projects and shows with which Bak was 
involved 
- designs for future artwork 
1  
3-D Design Lectures (7) 
- notes, outlines and transcripts for lectures on 3-D design 
1  
Color Lectures (8) 
- notes, outlines and transcripts for lectures on color 
1  
2-D Design Lectures (1) (6) 
- notes, outlines and transcripts for lectures on 2-D design 
1  
5 
2-D Design Lectures (2) (6) - notes, outlines and transcripts for 
lectures on 2-D design 
1  
 
 
 
Box 2: Courses, Projects, and Drawings 0200105035006 
 Box 
Number 
Folder 
Number 
Art Lectures: Environmental Design (4) 
- notes, outlines and transcripts for lectures on 2-D design 
2  
Art Philosophy (3) 
- notes and writings on art philosophy 
2  
Biography 
- biography of Bronislaw Bak, written by his son Clemens R. Bak - 
1990 draft typescript, photocopied from Doris Pearce's copy, 
October 1991 
2  
Class Lectures, Notes (1) (9) 
- drafts of lectures for design classes 
- miscellaneous notes 
2  
Class Lectures, Notes (2) (9) 
- drafts of lectures for design classes 
- miscellaneous notes 
2  
Class Lectures, Notes (3) (9) 
- miscellaneous notes 
2  
Class Lectures, Notes (4) (9) 
- drafts of lectures for design classes 
- miscellaneous notes 
2  
Class Lectures, Notes (5) (9) 
- miscellaneous notes 
2  
Items not in folders: 
1) magazine -Detail 1964 (in German) 
2) scrapbook containing clippings re: Bak and his work 
3) 4 exhibit sleeves with photographs of Bak's stained glass work 
4) envelope - Tapes: Lectures and Discussions (27) 
5) envelope containing small works by Bak - Drawings 
6) envelope containing sketch pads used by Bak - Sketchbooks 
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Box 3: Class Notes 0200105034983 
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 Box 
Number 
Folder 
Number 
- 3 mounted sketches and drawings, originally in large envelope 
marked 
3  
Projects (29) 3  
- 3 small (8 1/2" x 11"), 19 large mounted illustrations, originally in large 
envelopes marked Visual Aids for Color Theory (30 & 31) 
3  
 
